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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
Ail claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance {PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed In due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 



1 . □ This communication is responsive to . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-60 . 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 18 January 2002 are accepted by the Examiner, 

4. □ Acknowledgnnent is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or{f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or In an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
(a) d The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific reference was included 

in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1,78, 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application, THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE, 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying Indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet($) should be labeled as such in the margin according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Attachment(s) 

513 Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

en Inten/iew Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

7S Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
9D Other 



1H Notice of References Cited {PTO-892) 

2\3 Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3M Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08). 

Paper No. multiple 
4\Z\ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 
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ATTACHMENT(S) 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of the invention of Group I in Paper No. (received 
October 27, 2003) is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 61-129 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election 
was made without traverse in Paper No. (received October 27, 2003). 

3. This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 61-129 to 
inventions non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 61-129 have been cancelled. 
Information Disclosure Statement 

4. Where the IDS citations are submitted but not described, the examiner is only responsible 
for cursorily reviewing the references. The initials of the examiner on the PTO-1449 indicate only 
that degree of review unless the reference is either applied against the claims, or discussed by the 
examiner as pertinent art of interest, in a subsequent office action. See Guidelines for Reexamination 
of Cases in View of In n Vortola Packaging, Inc., 110 F.3d 786, 42 USPQ2d 1295 (Fed. Cir. 1997), 64 
FR at 15347, 1223 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office at 125 (response to comment 6). Consideration by the 
examiner of the information submitted in an IDS means that the examiner will consider the 
documents in the same manner as other documents in Office search files are considered by the 
examiner while conducting a search of the prior art in a proper field of search. The initials of the 
examiner placed adjacent to the citations on the PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08A and 08B or its 
equivalent mean that the information has been considered by the examiner to the extent noted 
above. MPEP § 609 (Eighth Edition, August 2001). 
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5. The information disclosure statement filed July 19, 2001 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each U.S. and foreign patent; each publication or that 
portion which caused it to be listed; and all other information or that portion which caused it to be 
listed. It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been 
considered. 

An abstract or an excerpt is not a legible copy under 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2). No copy of 
FR2519179 may be found among the pages of the German document, 

6. As set forth in MPEP § 609: 

37 CFR 1.98(b) requires that each item of information in an IDS be 
identified properly. U.S. patents must be identified by the inventor, patent number, 
and issue date. U.S. patent application publications must be identified by the 
applicant, patent application publication number, and publication date. U.S. 
applications must be identified by the inventor, the eight digit application number 
(the two digit series code and the six digit serial number), and the filing date. If a U.S. 
application being listed in an IDS has been issued as a patent, the applicant should 
list the patent in the IDS instead of the application. Each foreign patent or published 
foreign patent application must be identified by the country or patent office which 
issued the patent or published the application, an appropriate document number, and 
the publication date indicated on the patent or published application. Each 
publication must be identified by publisher, author (if any), title, relevant pages of the 
publication, date and place of publication. The date of publication supplied must 
include at least the month and year of publication, except that the year of publication 
(without the month) will be accepted if the applicant points out in the information 
disclosure statement that die year of publication is sufficiendy earlier than the 
effective U.S. filing date and any foreign priority date so that the particular month of 
publication is not in issue. The place of publication refers to the name of the journal, 
magazine, or other publication in which the information being submitted was 
published. 

The substitution of "2" for the "2000" readily apparent in the appropriate document 
number on the published foreign patent applications is not an acceptable identification 
under 37 CFR 1.98(b). There are multiple errors with one or more of the publications listed 
in the submission of July 19, 2001. 
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Comment on Submission(s) 

7. This application has been published as US2002/0090184A1 on July 11, 2002. 

8. Section 608.01 of the MPEP states in part: 

In order to minimize the necessity in the future for converting dimensions... 
to the metric system of measurements when using printed patents... all patent 
applicants should use the metric (S.I.) units followed by the equivalent English units 
when describing their inventions.... 

The Assistant Secretary and Commissioner of Patents and Trademark strongly reiterated and 
emphasized strong encouragement for patent applicants to use the metric system in patent 
applications in a message appearing at 1135 O.G. 55 dated February 18, 1992. At some future time, 
the USPTO will consider making it a requirement 

Note the use of the inch. The Examiner is unable to require the use of SI units. 

9. The following papers have not been made part of the permanent records of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office (Office) for this application (37 CFR 1.52(a)) because of 
damage from the United States Postal Service irradiation process: 

Mailroom Stamp Date Certificate of Mailing Date 

18 January 2002 05 December 2001 

19 February 2002 04 January 2002 
07 June 2002 29 May 2002 

The above-idendfied papers, however, were not so damaged as to preclude the USPTO from 
making a legible copy of such papers. Therefore, the Office has made a copy of these papers, 
substituted them for the originals in the file, and stamped that copy: 

COPY OF PAPERS 
ORIGINALLY FILED 



If applicant wants to review the accuracy of the Office's copy of such papers, applicant may either 
inspect the application (37 CFR 1.14(d)) or may request a copy of the Office's records of such 
papers (/>., a copy of the copy made by the Office) from the Office of Public Records for the fee 
specified in 37 CFR 1.19(b)(4). Please do not call the Technology Center's Customer Service Center 
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to inquiry about the completeness or accuracy of Office's copy of the above-identified papers, as the 
Technology Center's Customer Service Center will not be able to provide this service. 

If applicant does not consider the Office's copy of such papers to be accurate, applicant must 
provide a copy of the above-identified papers (except for any U.S. or foreign patent documents 
submitted with the above-identified papers) with a statement that such copy is a complete and 
accurate copy of the originally submitted documents. If applicant provides such a copy of the 
above-identified papers and statement within THREE MONTHS of the mail date of this Office 
action, the Office will add the original mailroom date and use the copy provided by applicant as the 
permanent Office record of the above-identified papers in place of the copy made by the Office. 
Otherwise, the Office's copy will be used as the permanent Office record of the above-identified 
papers {i.e., the Office will use the copy of the above-identified papers made by the Office for 
examination and all other purposes). This diree-month period is not extendable. 

Examiner's Amendment 

10. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: claims 61-129 are cancelled. 
Reasons for Allowance 

11. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: method and apparatus in 
which one portion of a stimulable phosphor sheet is stimulated while stimulated emission is detected 
at another portion is not disclosed or suggested with a date which is effective. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Ikami (JP2002-72393A) is cited as corresponding to Ikami (US006504167B2 and 
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US20010030303A1). The references show, with an effective filing date in the United States 
subsequent to the date claimed by applicant under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), exposing a first portion 35 of a 
surface of a storage medium 22 to stimulating light 4, and receiving stimulated light with at least one 
detector positioned to receive the stimulated light via the second portion 36 of the surface of the 
storage medium. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Constantine Hannaher whose telephone number is (703) 308-4850. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday with flexible hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
David P. Porta can be reached on (703) 308-4852. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9318. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



ch 




Constantine Hannaher 
Primary Examiner 



